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Let’s get personal. Tell us about your artwork and the importance of Latino/a artists
as role-models. What education and skills are needed for an art career?
I consider my heritage to be both from Guatemalan and Mexican and I was born in the
United States. It’s difficult for me to say that I am just one thing, which is why I tend to
say that I am Latina and that’s it. I grew up in a land where my cultural connection was
not welcomed. I constantly ask questions and seek information about my heritage in
order to strengthen my connection to it.
I was encouraged by my family and friends and mentored by UCSC professor Karolina
Karlic. She really helped me believe in myself and made me feel like I had something to
say. I studied abroad for a year in Italy at Academia di Belle Arti Bologna and at UCSC.
What were/are your major influences?
I love and continue to be inspired by artists like Manuel Alvarez Bravo, Graciela Iturbide,
Frida Kahlo, and Lorna Simpson. I like to see the history of my Mexican heritage, and
how that has influenced my life here in the U.S. I also want to look into the history of
what a Latina has been defined as in the US, specifically in Los Angeles.
How old were you when you started your artwork?
I started making artwork when I was very young, I cannot remember a time I wasn’t
doing something art related. I have always loved to create beautiful things and express
my emotions through writing and drawing, painting, embroidering, and photographing. I
knew I was an artist when I was in high school and made this charcoal drawing of a pair
of scissors and I was so proud that I felt this rush of happiness and accomplishment.
What was the reason you started creating art?
I create art because it makes sense to me. Somehow when I am creating my art works,
it’s like the whole world around me just falls away and I am at peace. My emotions and
worries are transferred over to my canvas, or any medium I work in, and I see an image
in my head. I feel satisfied when I step back and see what I have created, I feel a
happiness that I carry on to my next projects.
I would tell young artists…
Never give up and remember to be kind to yourself. Many times, I have considered just
walking away from all my art pieces and never going back. It can be very frustrating
when you are stuck; when you don’t know what to make or your creativity is gone, but
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don’t give up. Be kind to yourself and give yourself breaks. The demands to constantly
create can be overwhelming but even if it’s just writing your thoughts every day, you
need something to remind yourself that you are ok, and that eventually you’ll get back
that creative momentum.
What leadership skill have the arts cultivated in you?
I have gained self- confidence during my college years. In my last year at UCSC, a group
of friends, created a coalition for artists and art enthusiasts of color- the Student Art
Coalition. It is a place where students of color who love art can feel welcomed and
explore their interest in the arts by creating a community of solidarity.
When did you make your first sale of your artwork?
I have yet to officially sell one of my art pieces, but I have been able to receive
scholarships for my art works. My very first art scholarship was when I was a senior in
high school. My art teacher nominated me for this drawing/painting competition and I
placed third I won $50 for a piece I made about the literature that had influenced me
the most. Recently, I placed second for the UCSC Chicano Latino Research Center
scholarship that has helped me further create my current embroidered photographs.
Looking at the broader picture, can you help students understand how you developed
in the areas of visual literacy, critical thinking, and creativity? Your story will inspire
them.
Describe your art medium.
My art medium is photography along with embroidery, mix medium photography. I use
this because I want to redefine the way that we see photographs. I want to connect the
practices of traditional embroidery with something that is modern like photography.
I made this piece by taking self-portraits that each connect to a time or a figure in
history from my Mexican heritage. There are the figures that are U.S. Latinas. I printed
these photographs onto fabric that is made for inkjet printers, then I embroidered with
a specific stitch that relates to the photograph.
What is the intent of the work? How is your art a way to tell your story?
My intent is to create a conversation that first generation Latinx people can have with
themselves and/or other people of different cultures. I want to reclaim the love and
appreciation of my culture and show the pride I have in being first generation.
Your artwork creates a dialogue with the student as he/she relates to and interacts
with your work. How could a viewer look more closely at the details of your work?
How could he/she be more intimately involved with your artwork?
The importance is in the details, from the embroidery to my facial expressions. My
embroidery is the detail that I would like my audience to focus on, I change it in order to
show how time can change traditions that Latinos hold closely. Our traditions have been
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carried over time but they also have been a subject of change because the definition of
a Latino have also changed. Struggles have made us who we are today and so I want the
embroidery to add to the photograph.
What would you like them to experience and notice?
I want you to consider the color palette, how does it connect to the expression or the
colors in the photograph? I want people to see each photograph as its own piece and
the see how they work together. I chose to make one of my figures like a silhouette
because it’s a figure that is not talked about enough. This figure is an allude to the
women who fought in the Mexican revolution alongside men, but also this idea of a
beautiful woman who lives within every Latina
What (unique) skills have you developed as an artist?
I have developed an eye for lighting and color. Lighting gives my photographs a certain
tone or mood. I have learned about color, through my embroidery I have seen the
importance of subtle changes in color and how colors complement each other. I feel like
I paint with my threads as I embroider.
How do you think art impacts our culture?
I think my art gives me a voice as a first-generation Latina from an underprivileged area
in the U.S. There are many people who identify just like me and I would like them to see
themselves in my art. I think my art is a love letter to my culture where I let myself fall in
love with it and show the pride I have come to feel when seeing myself as a Latina.
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